
THE RELIABILITY OF 
SCRIPTURE



Review
■ Apologetics—

■ Worldview—

■ Four elements of a worldview—

■ The two tactical questions—

■ Examining evidence—

■ Evidence for God—



Byblos: Papyrus



Scroll & Codex



Christian Beliefs about the Bible

■Inspired:

■Infallible & Inerrant:

■Sufficient:





What should we expect?

■Providential exposure:

■Attributes of  Canonicity:

■Internal testimony of  the Holy 
Spirit:



Fingerprints of God



Six Evidences of the Bible’s Supernatural Authorship



Prophecy



Unity



Life’s Big Questions



The 5 most consequential 
questions in life

■ Origin: Where did we come from?

■ Identity: Who are we?

■ Meaning: Why are we here?

■ Morality: How should we live?

■ Destiny: Where are we going?



Four elements of every worldview

■ Creation: Why is there something rather than nothing & what’s 

the point

■ Fall: Something is wrong in the world! What is it?

■ Redemption: What is the solution to what is wrong with the 

world?

■ Restoration: What will a repaired world look like?





Changed
lives



The Fist: smashing through 
history





1 Thessalonians 2:13 

And we also thank God constantly 
for this, that when you received 
the word of God, which you heard 
from us, you accepted it, not as 
the word of men, but as what it 
really is, the word of God, which is 
at work in you believers.



2 Peter 3:15-16

…just as our beloved brother Paul also 

wrote to you according to the wisdom given 

him, as he does in all his letters when he 

speaks in them of these matters. There are 

some things in them that are hard to 

understand, which the ignorant and 

unstable twist to their own destruction, as 

they do the other Scriptures.”



Who knows?



Textual Variant

■A variant is simply any words which 

disagree in the manuscripts. 

■A textual variant arises when a scribe 

makes an alteration — whether 

intentionally or inadvertently — to the 

text he is copying



Determination of Variants

■Meaningful – changes the 

meaning of the text

■Viable – Potentially represents the 

original wording of the text



The Truth about Variants
■ When you total up the textual variants 

that don’t change the meaning of the text, 
they represent over 99% of all textual 
variants. 

■ In fact, Dan Wallace argues that it’s more 
like 99.75% of all variants.6

■ None of the variants effect any core 
doctrine of the Christian Faith.



An exercise in textual criticism

■ But as for you, O man, flee this thing. Pursue godliness, righteousness, 

faith, love, steadfastness, tenderness.

■ As for you, O man of God, flee things. Seek righteousness, faith, love, 

steadiness, gentleness.”

■ But as for you, O man of God, flea these things. Pursue rightness, 

godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness, and self-control. 

■ But as for you, man of God, flee these things. Pursue rightusness, 

godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 

■ But four you, O man of God, flee these things. Purse righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 


